E-mail #8:  Adam Berg and the Epilogue

This is truly THE MUST READ e-mail of the season…

Best Quote from a flight attendant:  “Sir, I have to check between your legs real quick.”

Our final pictures to Ephesus and Pamukkale are online at www.adamberg.net/ephesus.aspx
I have to keep this short.  The Harry Potter Epilogue is only 240 words, which leaves me very little space, and Susie does insist that I honor the theme of these e-mails, down to the surprise ending that answers all questions and finishes all plot points.

Conditions were perfect.  

1) We hadn’t slept for 3 nights (first on a train, then at the airport, then on the plane to Chicago).  

2) Harry Potter was playing on both legs of our flights.

3) There is nowhere for Susie to run on an airplane.

4) The flight crew was willing to help out.

She should have seen it coming.  My frequent trips “to the bathroom” should have clued her into the fact that I was planning something with the crew.  When the PA system asked the passenger in 31D (seat, not size) to stand and identify herself, asked if she was Susan Daphne Rakowski, she was quite surprised.  She was more surprised (and quite concerned) when the PA system asked if she was an Australian citizen (she does have dual citizenship).  “How did they know that?”  I had no idea.  She caught on as soon as they announced that the gentleman next to her had an important question for her.  “Oh God!”

Knowing that she would be less inclined to say “no” when we still had lots of time locked in an airplane together at 30,000 ft, and knowing that if she did say “no”, I could comfort myself with the delicious British airplane food of Cheese Mashed Potatoes and odd sausages, I dived right into the question.  She answered, quietly…too quietly for me to hear.  Later she would say it was like being in a nightmare come true, when you try to speak, and nothing comes out.  I asked her to say it a little louder, which she did--

[exceeds word limit]
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