Adam Berg and the Deathly Hallows Spoiler

''Come visit historic Nowa Huta, where George Orwell's dark vision of a perfect industrial metropolis was executed with stunning precision. Until, that is, the workers rose up and overthrew Big Brother.'' 

Brian Whitmore 
"THE BOSTON GLOBE"
Greetings from Krakow, or at least its steal producing uber-communist suburb, Nova Huta (New Steal Mill).

We had an uneventful flight over.  Since we left on Saturday, July 21st, we were able to purchase the final Harry Potter book at the airport.  This was no coincidence.  When we were choosing a departure date, Susie stated that it had to be after the release of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows—July 21st.  She puts the “Fanatic” back in “fan”.  The biggest decision of our trip isn’t where we are going or what we are doing (and indeed, we still have no idea), but whether to purchase one or two copies of the book.

Susie and I have never had any real conflict (except for the time when she snuck up to me while I was cooking in the kitchen and punched me in the face).  The biggest issue we have had is that Susie likes to give away endings, and I have an anal-retentive desire not to ruin any of the surprise of a good book or movie.  It really annoys me when I rent a movie, and there is an advertisement for the soundtrack that totally gives away plot sensitive material.  If I wanted spoilers, I would visit the Internet fan sites—which Susie does all the time (www.mugglenet.com for example).  Louie and Robin can testify about Star Wars Episode 1.  Before we knew the movie totally sucked, Louie was reading everything about it online, and I was going to extreme lengths to avoid Louie’s plot raping.  When Louie and I were camping outside Tigard Cinemas to get our tickets, our camping neighbors were playing the soundtrack.  I mentioned during one of the tracks that this was an excellent piece of music, and our neighbor said “Yeah, I really like this one.  It is called the death of Qui Gon Jinn.”  Hopefully you all knew that Qui Gon dies…I may have just ruined the movie for someone.  This must be how Obi Won Kenobi felt right before Alderaan was destroyed by the Death Star*.  Anyway, my point, learned at 2 AM on the hard concrete of the Tigard Cinema’s parking lot, is that fans really suck.

Susie, as a fan, would have to discuss every momentous event in the final of the seven Harry Potter books.  We bought two copies.  We read them the entire flight, and at the same pace.  I napped for ½ hour, so she ended up waiting for me to catch up.  What a woman!  We finished the 800-page book within minutes of each-other, and with only 1½

hours left on our flight.  We discussed the finer points, relished in the humor (the funniest book yet), and just enjoyed each other’s company.  Susie thought the book had succeeded in the impossible task of wrapping everything up, while keeping a exciting pace.  Adam was happy that Susie had not given away Hermione’s death at the end of the book.

*Everyone knows that Obi Won was indirectly responsible for the destruction of Alderaan, since he had hidden Leia there.  It was because of her that the Empire and Grand Moff Tarkin made an example of Alderaan.  I am sure the comparison between my inadvertent betrayal of the end of Episode 1 and Obi Won’s inadvertent betrayal of the presumed millions who died in on Alderaan in Episode 4 was obvious.

